
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
Constitution:  5 members, politically balanced. 
 
Terms of Reference: 
 

1. To consider and approve the external audit fee. 

2. To consider and approve annually the Internal Audit Strategic and Annual Plans, in 
addition to the audit plans of the External Auditor, and monitor subsequent 
performance against these plans 

3. To consider Internal and External Audit reports and letters, including the Annual 
Letters and reports. 

4. To comment on the scope and depth of Internal and External Audit work in 
addressing the authority’s significant risks, and reviewing the authority’s programme 
and processes for achieving value for money. 

5. To commission ad-hoc work from Internal and External Audit. 

6. To satisfy itself that the system of internal control has operated effectively throughout 
the year. 

7. To consider and comment upon the effectiveness of the system of internal and 
external audit. 

8. To review the Council’s arrangements to counter fraud and corruption. 

9. To consider the extent of the Council’s compliance with its own and other published 
financial standards and controls. 

10. To review the Annual Statement of Accounts. 

11. To monitor the effective development and operation of Risk Management in the 
Council. 

12. To make a formal annual report on the Committee’s work and performance during 
the year to full Council. 

13. To hold annual private discussions with the Head of Internal Audit and the External 
Audit to review working relationships with Auditees, etc. 

14. To assess the Committee’s own effectiveness on an annual basis. 

 

Other: 

 

1. The power of final approval of the accounts to remain with full Council. 

2. External representatives be appointed, if necessary, as co-opted advisers without 
voting rights. 

3. The Committee to determine its meeting programme/schedule with at least four 
meetings being held each year. 

 

Background documents: 

Report to Cabinet 20/11/2007, Minute reference 138/07 

Council 6/12/2007, Minute reference 124/07(g) 

Council 17/1/2008, Minute reference 16/08(a) – Appointment of Chairman 

 
 
 


